
 

APPEAL 
The same principles apply for appeals on the merits or in 

summary proceedings  

Either the appeal is treated by Reasoned 
order (if the appeal is manifestly 

inadmissible or unfounded) - Article 32 of 
the Rules of Procedure 

No legal costs 

Or the appeal is handled by written procedure (appeal, response 
from the European Schools and possibly a public hearing) - Article 

17 of the Rules of Procedure 

Decision of the judges of the Complaints 
Board in favour of the applicant: the 

appeal is deemed admissible and founded 

Decision of the judges of the Complaints Board in favour of 
the European Schools (ES): the appeal is deemed to be 

inadmissible OR admissible but unfounded 

In his appeal or reply, the 
applicant requested that the 

European Schools be ordered to 
pay the legal costs 

The applicant did not 
request that the European 
Schools be ordered to pay 

the legal costs 

The applicant indicated 
the amount claimed with 

respect to legal costs 

The applicant 
did not indicate 

any amount 

No legal costs 

The Board decides 
that each party 

shall bear its own 
costs 

The Board orders to 
pay legal costs 

No legal costs 
as a basic principle No legal costs 

Legal costs to be 
borne by the 

European Schools. 
The amount is set by 

the Board 
(maximum the 

amount claimed by 
the applicant) 

The ES indicated the amount 
claimed with respect to legal 

costs (often about € 800, 
sometimes more) 

The Board decides that 
each party shall bear its 

own costs 

The Board orders to 
pay legal costs 

 

No legal costs 

Legal costs to be 
borne by the 

applicant.  
The amount is set 

by the Board 
(maximum the 

amount claimed by 
the ES) 

In their response, the ES requested that 
the applicant be ordered to pay the costs 

(this is almost always the case) 

The ES did not request 
that the applicant be 

ordered to pay the costs 

 

The ES did not 
indicate any amount 

No legal costs 
as a basic principle 

 

No legal costs 


